The Social Depression: America Failed Its Elderly - The Atlantic
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America’s inability to—or, really, its decision not to—control the virus has meant a
precipitous decline in quality of life for its oldest and most fragile, and a catastrophic
number of deaths among them. People over the age of 85 are 630 times as likely to die of
COVID-19 as people in their 20s, and 95 percent of coronavirus deaths have occurred
among Americans older than 50. Data compiled by the Kaiser Family Foundation show that
COVID-19 has claimed the lives of more than 100,000 people in long-term care facilities,
meaning roughly 40 percent of coronavirus deaths have occurred in institutions housing

fewer than 1 percent of Americans........
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