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COVID-19 vaccination after recovery

Question: When can a person who just recovered from COVID-19 safely get the updated vaccine?

Answer: If a patient recently had COVID, recovered, and currently has no symptoms the COVID-19
vaccination may be given. The CDC recommends that anyone who is at high risk for reinfection with
COVID or at high risk for severe COVID disease be vaccinated as soon as clinically reasonable after
COVID-19 infection/recovery.

If a patient in long-term care recently recovered and is back to baseline status, that person can be
vaccinated.

If a patient who recently recovered from COVID would like to wait 1, 2, or even 3 months until they are

vaccinated, that is also justifiable.

Do not give a COVID-19 vaccine to a patient that is currently ill with COVID.

Do not give any vaccine to a patient that is currently ill with any respiratory viral or bacterial

infection.

You may delay COVID vaccination for up to 3 months after recovery from COVID

You may also give the COVID vaccine within the 3 months after recovery and not wait for 3 months if

the patient is feeling well and has risk factors for severe disease or exposure to COVID-19

Frequently Asked Questions about COVID-19 Vaccination | CDC



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html
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COVID-19 vaccination after recovery

If | already had COVID-19 and recovered, do | still need to get a COVID-19 A
vaccine?

You should get a COVID-19 vaccine even if you already had COVID-19.

Getting a COVID-19 vaccine after you recover from COVID-19 infection provides added protection
against COVID-19. You may consider delaying your vaccine by 3 months. However, certain factors
could be reasons to get a vaccine sooner rather than later, such as:

* personal risk of severe disease,

risk of disease in a loved one or close contact,

local COVID-19 hospital admission level,

and the most common COVID-19 variantcurrently causing illness.

People who already had COVID-19 and do not get vaccinated after their recovery are more likely to
get COVID-19 again than those who get vaccinated after their recovery.

Learn more about the benefits of getting a COVID-19 vaccine.



