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Payment Rates Coming:  every admission will be a financial 
consideration to achieve an affordable mix

• 2.4% increase in rate FY2027
• Inadequate to cover inflation and labor competition
• Potential for legislation this year to reintroduce a staffing mandate

Medicare - CMS Issues 
FY27 SNF Proposed 

Payment Rule

• Across the board cut of 2% to all programs
• Final budget must be passed by July 1st FY start
• Further disincentivizes caring for this population

Medicaid

• 2.48% increase in rate FY2027
• CMS and legislation promoting default enrollment
• Managed Care pays less than conventional Medicare

Managed Care

http://www.modernhealthcare.com/providers/mh-healthcare-spending-growth-brookings-institute/ 

http://www.modernhealthcare.com/providers/mh-healthcare-spending-growth-brookings-institute/
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/providers/mh-healthcare-spending-growth-brookings-institute/
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/providers/mh-healthcare-spending-growth-brookings-institute/
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/providers/mh-healthcare-spending-growth-brookings-institute/
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/providers/mh-healthcare-spending-growth-brookings-institute/
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/providers/mh-healthcare-spending-growth-brookings-institute/
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/providers/mh-healthcare-spending-growth-brookings-institute/
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/providers/mh-healthcare-spending-growth-brookings-institute/
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/providers/mh-healthcare-spending-growth-brookings-institute/
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/providers/mh-healthcare-spending-growth-brookings-institute/
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/providers/mh-healthcare-spending-growth-brookings-institute/


What has changed in 
antipsychotics?
• It’s one of the Quality Measures that flags for surveyor 

scrutiny and can reduce payment.

• CMS thought it was inaccurately capturing actual 
antipsychotic use, especially because MDS data didn’t 
reflect Managed Care.

• They changed how it’s calculated:
• MDS data (7 day snapshot)
• NEW - Pharmacy Claims data (meds filled while a resident) ***
• Excludes schizophrenia, Tourette’s, and Huntington’s, 

hospice (claims)

***Ensure timely d/c of orders to prevent unnecessary 
med fills.



More Accurate Picture
We have a lot of room for improvement.

We’ve seen a 2% jump due to the change in QM 
calculations.

Even so…

2025 Q3 data shows CO SNFs range from 0% use to 
72.7% of their long-stay residents

32 of our 210 SNFs are at 30% or higher

CO Average is 20.6% vs. 16.6% national average



Advance 
Directive 
Reminders

Colorado MOST form

Acknowledgment of Notice of 
My Right to State Advance Directives

CDPHE Advance 
Care Planning website

https://www.cuanschutz.edu/centers/bioethicshumanities/comost
https://www.cohca.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/170/2023/05/Acknowledgment-of-Notice-of-My-Right-to-State-Advance-Directives.docx
https://www.cohca.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/170/2023/05/Acknowledgment-of-Notice-of-My-Right-to-State-Advance-Directives.docx
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/palliative-care/advance-care-planning-for-patients-and-families
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/palliative-care/advance-care-planning-for-patients-and-families


Medical 
Director 

Deficiency 
Trends

2024 to Present

0 citations for F871 
Responsibilities of Medical 
Director

2024

1 citation for F712 Physician 
Visits-
Frequency/Timeliness/Alt 
NPP

2025 to Present

0 citations for Physician 
Services
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